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Error #1: Thinking it’s not publishable!

…but you have to plan ahead!





Error #2: No conceptual framework 

Conceptual 
Frameworks

Adult learning 
theory

Situational 
learning

Problem-based 
learning

Bloom’s 
Taxonomy





Literature Search!





Error #3: No early literature search 



New Curriculum!

Needs Assessment!



6-steps to Curriculum 
Development

1. Problem Identification and General 
Needs Assessment

2. Targeted Needs Assessment

3. Goals and Objectives

4. Educational Strategies

5. Implementation

6. Evaluation and Feedback





Error #4: No needs assessment 



Pause and Re-cap

Everything is publishable!

Conceptual framework

Literature search

Needs assessment





Error #5: Focusing on the learning 





Error #6: Not using a validated tool 



Can a checklist improve 
ECG interpretation?



ECG Checklist Study

• Conceptual framework?

• Literature search?

• Validated tool?  10-question test.

• N=60 residents



ECG Checklist Study

• Conceptual framework?

• Literature search?

• Validated tool?  10-question test.

• N=60 residents



ECG Checklist Study

• Conceptual framework?

• Literature search?

• Validated tool?  10-question test.

• N=60 residentsPower Calculation!



ECG Checklist Study

• Conceptual framework?

• Literature search?

• Validated tool?  10-question test.

• N=60 residents





Error #7: Not using a statistician 





Re-cap Again

•Planned ahead
•Conceptual framework
•Literature search
•Needs assessment
•Validated data instrument
•Focused on process of learning
•Statistician





Thank you very for submitting your scholarly work to Academic 
Medicine. I am reaching out to you today to let you know that your manuscript, 
"The Impact of a Medical Education Research Faculty Development Program on 
Career Development Through the Lens of Social Cognitive Career Theory" 
(manuscript #AcadMed-D-20-02587), will not be considered further for 
publication by our journal.



Rejected – Now What?

1. Don’t lose faith
2. Review Feedback
3. Ask Mentor
4. Journal Finder Apps
5. Phone a (millennial) Friend
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Medicine. I am reaching out to you today to let you know that your manuscript, 
"The Impact of a Medical Education Research Faculty Development Program on 
Career Development Through the Lens of Social Cognitive Career Theory" 
(manuscript #AcadMed-D-20-02587), will not be considered further for 
publication by our journal.

I appreciate that this news is disappointing. Although we are not able 
to provide specific feedback about your manuscript, please keep in mind that 
a number of factors contribute to the decision to publish an article in Academic 
Medicine.
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Error #8: Accepting rejection

Scholarship = Currency!





Conclusions

“All education can become scholarship 
– just add rigor!”

v Focus on the process/method
v Conceptual framework
v Needs assessment
v Literature search
v Validated tools
v Statistician
v Rejection is transient



 

For more information, visit the Office of Faculty Development website. (https://faculty.weill.cornell.edu/faculty-development) 
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